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of this judgment, if any Indian brings out his wife and she is
stopped by the Immigration Officer, they can get married after
landing.  Whether, after the marriage, she can stay on or not is
a different question, which the judgment referred to above does
not decide. It is also a separate question, and a big one, whether
or not one should go through a marriage in this manner. If a man,
having married a woman once, declares that he has not and so
marries her again, his action will prove him to be a man without
honour and, therefore, a coward.   The poor people must have
patience and assure themselves that the problem will solve itself
in due course.   If they fail to get relief meanwhile, the honour-
able course for them is to leave their wives in India.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 30-8-1913

122.   LETTER TO REGISTRAR OF ASIATICS

[JOHANNESBURG,
After September 1, 1913}

THE REGISTRAR OF ASIATICS
PRETORIA

SIR,

[Re:} Purshotam Mavji 17162

With reference to your telegram herein of the 15th ultimo
in reply to my letter of the tenth1 ultimo, I regret the delay that
has been caused in dealing with it* Before replying I had to make
inquiries and I find that the information given to me was mislead-
ing. Purshotam Mayji having left for India, it is difficult to ascer-
tain what actually happened. But it is now surmised that Pur-
shotam Mayji referred not to a Transvaal certificate but to a
Natal one.

/ have, etc.>

From a photostat of the draft in Gandhiji's hand: S. N. 5854

1 The original has "15th tenth", evidently a slip. Vide also "Letter to Immi-
gration Officer", p. 161.